Revista da Sociedade Brasileira de Medicina Tropical 27(2):103, abr-jun, 1994. Sir Editor, Mucosal leishmaniasis is the most difficult type to diagnose and treat successfully in the New World1. Usually caused by Leishmania (viannia) braziliensis this parasite metastasises to the cartilaginous nasal septum and is limited to this site in two thirds of our patients. Multiple mucosal surface involvement occurs in the remainder. Here we report for the first time Eustachian tube blockage with middle ear infection in such a patient.
Recent evaluation before two maximal pentam idine courses using fibro optical instrumentation showed anterior nasal septal perforation, granuloma on both soft and hard palates, and epiglottial granuloma. The larynx while fibrosed appeared quiescent but his voice is still hoarse. Nasopharyngeal visualisation showed a blocked left pharyngeal opening of the Eustachian tube by granuloma. Inspite of treatment he has subsequently developed bilateral otitis media. Although the audiograms show little impairment tympanometry showed Eustachian tube dysfunction on both sides. We report this finding to show the importance of careful ear examination when evaluating the effects of nasopharyngeal granulomata in mucosal leishmaniasis.
